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Metafoodx Awarded Nation’s First City-Led AI Grants to Continue Leveraging Artificial Intelligence to Create Safer, More Sustainable Kitchens
Funding will enable the company to scale its platform across campuses and kitchens, reducing overproduction and promoting sustainable, safe, high-quality meals
San Jose, Calif., August 27, 2025 – Metafoodx, a leader in sustainable AI food operations, today announced that it is an awardee of the groundbreaking City of San José’s AI Incentive Program, the first city-run grant program of its kind in the United States. Created to assist burgeoning artificial intelligence (AI) companies addressing practical challenges, the program offers both financial aid and expert services to foster startup growth.

Selected from a competitive pool of over 170 applicants, Metafoodx will use this grant money to accelerate the expansion of its AI-driven food intelligence platform, enabling more campuses and foodservice operators to reduce overproduction and food waste. The funding will support the development of new features, deployment of additional scanners, and enhanced analytics to help kitchens optimize operations, improve sustainability, and track measurable impact—continuing Metafoodx’s mission to make every meal safer, smarter, and more sustainable.

“We are proud to support Metafoodx in its mission to reduce food waste and drive sustainability in foodservice operations,” said San José Mayor Matt Mahan. “Their innovative AI technology is a game-changer for campuses and kitchens across the country, helping to optimize food production while ensuring safe, high-quality meals. We look forward to seeing the positive impact this funding will enable.”

Metafoodx will join a San José tech scene that now includes 91 venture-backed AI startups
valued at approximately $6 billion, as well as some of the world’s most successful tech
companies, according to recent CBRE analysis. The initiative reflects the city’s strategy to
strengthen its innovation economy while encouraging job creation and public problem-solving
through responsible AI.

“We’re honored to receive this grant, which will allow us to scale our AI-driven solutions to even more campuses and kitchens," said Fengmin Gong, CEO at Metafoodx. “Every dollar of support helps us further our mission: reducing food waste, optimizing operations, and making sustainable, safe, and high-quality food accessible to more communities. This recognition underscores the impact of technology in transforming the way we produce and serve food.”

To learn more about Metafoodx and its platform, visit here. 

About Metafoodx
Metafoodx is a patented, AI-powered food operations platform that helps commercial kitchens reduce waste, optimize production and drive sustainability through real-time data and automation. Trusted by leading universities and food service providers, Metafoodx delivers measurable impact, including up to a 90% reduction in food waste and a 200% ROI within weeks of deployment. Metafoodx is a 2025 Kitchen Innovations Award winner, recognized by the National Restaurant Association for advancing efficiency and productivity in food operations. Visit metafoodx.com, and follow the company on LinkedIn and YouTube.

About the City of San José
With nearly one million residents, San José is the largest city in the Bay Area and one of the
nation's most diverse and creative. San José’s transformation into a global innovation center in
the heart of Silicon Valley has resulted in the world's greatest concentration of technology
talent and development.
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